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Message From the Executive Director   

Here at DCGP we have a dual focus on education and access. We believe that it takes fresh, sustain-
ably-grown food to live. And we believe that the education to prepare that food, to understand its 
benefits and to know the science behind food production are crucial to building a healthy community.

This year we continued our science, math and nutrition-based education lessons at University Place 
Elementary, reaching over 200 children bi-weekly, while developing a comprehensive curriculum which 
will be available to educators in 2013. We expanded our service-learning opportunities to University 
of Alabama students; have seen new project in the works, such as a new compost system and plans for 
a greenhouse; and have had great community support at our regular Wednesday Weeders groups 
and annual fundraisers. We made our subsidized, student-run Farm Stand with a Budding Entrepreneurs 
program a weekly fixture at University Place, offering garden-fresh produce at affordable prices to the 
community. We began a garden rehabilitation program with the Tuscaloosa County Juvenile Detention 
Center where we are installing raised beds and running weekly education lessons, and we spent much 
of the year in planning mode, analyzing our organization and looking at ways to improve. In addition, 
we are crafting our next step and looking at ways we can better serve our community. 

With such momentum, we are excited about the future of DCGP. We will launch our School Garden 
Incubation Program next year, which will facilitate garden education programs at every school - con-
necting students to their natural world, improving overall education, and offering access points to fresh, 
healthy food.

A healthy Alabama is not just a dream. We can change the growing obesity rates, we can connect 
communities to their food heritage and we can create community gathering spaces which beautify 
urban spaces. And we can have fun doing it! 

We are grateful to all of our supporters and look forward to our future as DCGP continues to build 
community through food. Whether you volunteered, attended fundraisers, or donated to the organiza-
tion, DCGP thanks you for supporting a growing non-profit in Alabama and making our work possible!

Lindsay Turner
Executive Director 



In fall 2010, DCGP broke ground on a 2,500 square 
foot organic garden at University Place Elementary 
School in the Forest Lake area of Tuscaloosa. With 
seed and plant donations, the students helped us 
plant the first vegetables and over 200 students 
gathered for bi-weekly lessons on starting seeds, 
observing soil communities and more. Students 
participate in hands-on activities that are designed 
to augment learning in science, math, reading, writing, 
nutrition and encourage a better understanding of 
how their food is grown. 
 
On April 27th 2011, University Place was destroyed 
by the devastating tornado that ripped through many 
of Alabama’s communities. Although our garden was 
damaged, it recovered and became a bright spot for 
our neighborhood and a symbol of rebirth after the 
storm. Until the school is rebuilt, our original garden will 
serve as a site of urban food production, a community 
teaching space, and a service-learning project for 
University of Alabama students. In the fall of 2011, 
seven raised beds were built at the interim location of 
University Place in the West End, making it possible for 
us to continue our garden education program there.  

Organizational Analysis
   

DCGP HISTORY 

VISION

The Druid City Garden Project uses school gardens, 
farm stands and educational programs to help 
diverse communities in Alabama build vibrant food 
systems.

We build community through food. By increasing ac-
cess to fresh, locally-grown, we empower or our com-
munity to make healthy and sustainable food choices.

3

MISSION



4

 Since our inception in 2010, the Druid City Garden 
Project has been getting our hands dirty within the Tuscaloosa 
Community! To start, we built a garden based educational program 
for the students at University Place Elementary school that reaches 
over 200 K-5th grade students and allows them to participate 
in bi-weekly, hands-on education lessons. These lessons promote 
experiential learning and teach students basic principles of math, 
science, reading, writing, nutrition, sustainability, and entrepreneurship.
  We developed an engaging business management 
program, the Budding Entrepreneurs program, which utilizes 
our weekly Farm Stand. This Farm Stand sells fresh produce at 
a subsidized rate and helps students learn basic business skills 
while selling produce they helped grow. Students have a blast 
participating and parents love the garden-fresh veggies! With 
recipe cards provided by University of Alabama Nutrition students, 
the Farm Stand teaches parents how to prepare new meals at 
home.
  In addition to growing vegetables and teaching 
elementary students about food, we at DCGP think it is important 
to engage our whole community. We do this through active 
community service days and service learning initiatives for University 
of Alabama students. Our “Wednesday Weeders” is a weekly 
gardening group designed to promote dialogue around the issues 
of healthy eating, local agriculture, and food sustainability. For UA 
students, we provide many service learning based classes and have 
worked with students from virtually every school on campus. 
  In 2013 DCGP will break ground on a garden at the 
Tuscaloosa County Juvenile Detention Center where weekly 
garden rehabilitation and educational lessons will be taught 

Program Overview 

to incarcerated youth. We also plan to begin garden programs in 
several more elementary schools next year which will provide our quality 
science-based lessons to more of Tuscaloosa’s children in August 
2013. We are excited about Alabama’s future in the sustainable food 
movement! 
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Board Of Directors

ANDREW GRACE
BOARD PRESIDENT
Andrew is the co-founder of the Druid City Garden Project and a 
film profesor at the University of ALabama. His recently completed 
film, Eating Alabama, looks closley at the agriculture in the state 
and is currently premiering at the film festivals all over the country. 
He also sits on the Board of the Alabama Sustainabe Agriculture 
Network.

STEPHEN BRIDGERS
Stephen has servced as the Executive Director of the Literacy 
Council of West Alabama. In addition to his experience managing 
a non-profit organization, Stephen has worked as an attorney, and 
brings to the table a host of valuable legal skills. His connections 
within the non-prfit community will help the Druid City Garden 
Project estblish partnerships with other community leaders and 
organizations.

DERON CAMERON
Deron is the principal of University Place Elementary School, 
the site of the Druid City Garden Project’s pilot program. He 
has a vested interest in sustaining and expamding the current 
educational program as a liasion between the organization and 
the School Board

JEREMY CROSBY
Jeremy works with the U.S. Geological Survey and is a long-time 
City resident and gardener. He has experience with permaculture 
garden design and is also skilled in building Cob structures, having 
built a Cob oven for Tuscaloosa’s Kentuck Museum and a Cob 
building for the University of Alabama Arboretum.

LANE MCLELAND
Lane is an instructor at the University of Alabama’s New College. Her role 
as a board memeber involves growing the Druid City Garden Project’s 
memebership with New College, as well as overseeing student internships with 
the organization. Lane aslo serves as the Director of the Crossroads Community 
Center at the University of Alabama.

BRENDAN MOORE
Brendan is the Land Use Controls Manager of the City of Tuscaloosa. He has 
an interest in urban gardening and sustainable land use, and is our connection 
to City officials. Brendan is the city ’s Ombudsman as well.

LAURIE REINWALD
Laurie is a member of the Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners and is a part-
time educator with Verner Elementary School, where she runs a school garden 
program.

KRISTEN ROBERTS
Kristen is a CPA with Jamison Money Farmer PC and brings her accounting 
experience to our organization. She is a member of the local CSA (community-
supported agriculture) and has a committed interest to increasing access to 
fresh, local produce within Tuscaloosa.

MATT TOMPKINS
Matt is a lawyer with Rosen Harwood and provides legal advise. He is a 
dedicated outdoorsman and is committed to education.
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Who We Are 
 RASHMI GRACE 

Rashmi Grace and her husband Andy co-
founded the DCGP in 2010. Before spending 
her days with her hands in the dirt, she worked 
as a geologist and in educational outreach. 

Now she coordinates the educational 
programs for DCGP.

LINDSAY TURNER 

EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

JOSALYN RANDALL

Josalyn Randall is the reason our gardens 
look the way they do. A long-time Tuscaloosa 
resident, Josalyn has been working with DCGP 

since its beginnings in 2010, first as a volunteer 
in the garden and assisting with educational 

activities, and now as staff member as our 
Garden Manager and Volunteer Coordinator. 
She spends her non-DCGP time as a herbalist, 

working with natural medicines.

GARDEN MANAGEREXECUTVE DIRECTOR

A native of West Sussex, England, Lindsay 
graduated Summa Cum Laude from the 
University of Alabama. She was one of 

the Market Managers for the Homegrown 
Alabama farmers market, which, under her 

direction, grew to over 1,000 customers per 
week and became the first farmers market 

in Alabama to accept EBT/SNAP benefits. 
She has lived in India, working on a farm for 
environmental philosopher Vandana Shiva’s 

organization, Navdanya.



7

Giving Back 
         Donor Recognition and Grant Rewards

UP TO $100 
                                         

Martha Lynn Coon
Meridith Shook

Barbara B. Chatametikool
Rebecca Rothman

Gaines Brake
Katherine Doss

Will Thomas
Kristin Queen Shaffer

Jeremy Crosby
Wade Austin

Bob and Latika Becker
Mr. and Mrs. Turner
J. Delynne Wilcox

Capstone Foundation
Lynda Kees

$100 - $500
                                         

Kelly Horwitz
Sarah Grace

Carol Eichelberger
Rachel King
Kim Rodgers

Mr. and Mrs. Randall
Daniel Marbury

Matt Beck

$500 or GREATER
                                         

John Henley State Farm Ins.
Cedrick D. Coleman

Canterbury Episcopal

GRANT REWARDS
Whole Kids Foundation

Daniel Foundation



Revenue 
Produce Sales:                                                $3,620
In-Kind Donations:                                                                        $6,135
Grants:                                                                 $8,302
Fundraising  Events                                                                             $22,770
Unrestricted Contribututions                                                                          $5,514
Material Donations                                                                                      $1,400
Honorariums                                                                                                    $250

TOTAL:  $55,314
Expenses
SG&A:                                                       $17,853
Supplies:                                                                 $2,497
Professional Fees                                                                 $1318
Tax Expense:                                                                 $1,463
Utilities & Insurance                                                                                      $1,643
Misc.                                                                                                             $1363
Fundraising Events                                                                                        $6,241

TOTAL:  $32,378

Net Surplus (Loss) 

$22,936

Financial Highlights 
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Contact Information

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about the Druid City Garden Project. We hope you have enjoyed 
learning about our program and are interested in helping us fulfill and expand our already successful mission.  

For more information:  

www.druidcitygardenproject.org 

Facebook -  Twitter  -  Email 

205-523-5450

http://www.facebook.com/druidcitygardenproject.org
http://www.twitter.com/D_C_G_P
mailto:info%40druidcitygardenproject.org?subject=
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“One of the most important resources that a garden makes available for 
use, is the gardener’s own body. A garden gives the body the dignity of 
working in its own support. It is a way of rejoining the human race.” 
- Wendell Berry


